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ABSTRACT

Sanpl es of ichthyoplankton col |l ected with bongo and neuston nets at
64 locations in the eastern Bering Sea during 16 April - 15 My 1977 contai ned
24,611 fish eggs and 14,171 fish larvae. Pollock (Gadi dae) accounted for 97%
of the eggs and 59% of the larvae with the remainder divided anmong 18
famlies of which the 8 nost nunerous were, in order of decreasing abundance,
Hexagrammidae, Cotti dae, Pleuronectidae, Ammodyti dae, Osneridae, Scorpaeni dae,
Stichaei dae, and Bathylagidae.

There were no marked differences in distribution and abundance of pollock
eggs and larvae between 1976 and 1977, though eggs appeared to have been nore
abundant in 1976 and larvae nore abundant in 1977. Conparison of bongo and
neuston net catches indicated that alnost all pollock |arvae and a majority
or pollock eggs were nore than 0.25 m bel ow the sea surface. However, |larval
hexagrammids and cottids were caught alnmost entirely with neuston nets in
the upper 0.25 mof water, and nore of these two groups were caught in 1977
than in 1976.

Repetitive sanpling at 24 |ocations showed that both pollock eggs and
| arvae were nore abundant during late April and |east abundant in md-April.
An estimated 7.829 x 10°pollock eggs and 7.498 x 10" pollock |arvae were

present in a survey area of 9.57 x 10“nfduring 19-27 April 1977.
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